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SOUTH METROPOLITAN REGIONAL RESOURCE RECOVERY CENTRE, CANNING VALE 
Grievance 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [10.06 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for the Environment.  I raise with the 
minister issues that are emerging in my district but which, more appropriately, are having an impact on the 
whole of the south metropolitan area.  Indeed, they are having a direct impact on some very important issues of 
waste management across the State.  When the minister visits my electorate later this month, she will visit the 
southern metropolitan Regional Resource Recovery Centre in Canning Vale.  That centre was opened nearly two 
years ago.  The centre services five cities and two town councils in the south metropolitan region.  That is a 
result of the local government authorities forming the Southern Metropolitan Regional Council.  That council 
encompasses almost 150 000 households and nearly 400 000 people across the whole of the south metropolitan 
region, and includes the Cities of Canning, Cockburn, Fremantle, Melville, Rockingham and the Towns of 
Kwinana and East Fremantle.  Those local government authorities represent a large proportion of not only the 
State’s population but also the metropolitan population.  As I said, it encompasses approximately 150 000 
households.   

Solid waste management has become one of the critical issues for first-world societies such as ours.  Indeed, a 
critical difference between a first-world, technologically advanced society and a developing society and 
economy - in economic, environmental and social terms - is the way waste management systems are organised.  
There is a great difference between how the two societies are able to develop an economic program that manages 
the whole waste stream from producer to consumer and then to reuse, reduction and recycling.  Western 
Australia has a chance to provide leadership on this issue.  I know the minister has been there a number of times 
already, but for the sake of other members I will tell the House a bit about the Regional Resource Recovery 
Centre in Canning Vale.  The centre is the second largest facility of its kind in the world and is currently 
diverting what would otherwise be 130 000 tonnes of landfill and is using that to produce a reusable product.  
What I find exciting about the recovery centre in Canning Vale is its capacity to produce an economic waste 
management stream and to develop the technological aspects of recycling so that we can produce and market a 
useful product.   

I am keen to hear from the minister about the Government’s strategy and commitment to this project.  I am sure 
that many members of the Chamber are not aware that the Regional Resource Recovery Centre in Canning Vale 
is about to embark on a program of producing high quality compost that will act as a replacement for many other 
chemical-based fertilisers in our agricultural industries.  That will be possible only, as I understand it, if certain 
conditions exist in the economic marketplace.  The first condition is that the product must be absolutely pure.  
Previous attempts in other places in the world to establish this market have encountered barriers because there 
has been no quality control over the production of the compost.  The second condition is that farmers must be 
encouraged to transfer from the tried and true chemical inputs to a sustainable compost-based fertilising product 
for their agricultural production.  That will mean that they will need to be shown how the product works.  They 
will also need to understand that they have the capacity to be part of the resource recovery cycle and thereby be 
part of the solution in Western Australia and not only maintain their business as a clean green business but also 
market the State as a clean green production area.  The recovery centre provides the capacity for the State to be a 
partner by investing in the production of compost.  That is critical to the waste stream and to continuing the 
development of our State as a clean green state.  The Mayor of the City of Canning, Dr Mick Lekias, has been a 
strong advocate and supporter of the centre.  Indeed, very early in the piece the City of Canning put up its hand 
to be the host location for this centre, so I also take this opportunity to congratulate the City of Canning for 
taking that lead role.  It is important that the State be a partner in the resource recovery centre, because this 
facility and the technologies it is developing are vital to the State’s sustainability strategy.  It will radically 
reduce the amount of landfill by creating an economic base for the recovery of waste that would otherwise go 
from households into landfill.  I therefore ask the minister to explain how the State will be a partner in the 
resource recovery centre.   

DR J.M. EDWARDS (Maylands - Minister for the Environment) [10.12 am]:  Sometimes some of our 
colleagues say that the member for Riverton talks a load of rubbish.  However, today he is talking very sensibly 
about waste.  I want to pay tribute to not only the Southern Metropolitan Regional Council but also the other 
regional councils that are showing the way in getting together and managing municipal waste in a much better 
way than it has been managed in the past.  The project to which the member for Riverton has referred is a project 
by the Southern Metropolitan Regional Council to establish an integrated resource recovery and municipal solid 
waste composting facility at Canning Vale.  That is a landmark activity, as the member has said, and is a real 
step forward in producing a compost from municipal solid waste directly through an integrated system that will 
guarantee the quality of that product.   
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What is particularly exciting about this project is that it will also involve the development of a market for the 
product.  The project will go right through from collecting the municipal solid waste and creating a compost that 
is of a guaranteed quality to developing the markets for that product so that we can be assured that what we are 
harvesting from our soils will end up again on our soils.  Members will be aware that through a combination of 
where Western Australia is located in the world, the ancient nature of our soils and the agricultural practices that 
have taken place in this State, our soils have a low organic content.  This project will provide an opportunity for 
the people of this State to participate in helping to improve our soils and the environment.   

I am grateful for the member’s support for this project.  As the member said, municipal solid waste compost is a 
new product in the Western Australian market.  In other parts of the world there have been some problems with 
the manufacturing of this product.  This project is designed to get over these problems and make sure we do it 
properly in Western Australia.  The market development component will operate in conjunction with existing 
compost manufacturers and retailers, and all of the compost will be sold into the farming market.  As the 
member has said, one of the thrusts of this project is to get the farming community to accept that compost can be 
used in place of chemical fertilisers so that hopefully we will be able to replace imported inorganic products with 
a locally-produced compost.  The market development program is aimed at resolving the major weakness of a 
lack of knowledge, and an understandable wariness, on the part of some of the people who will be using the 
product.   

The project aligns closely with the recommendations of the WAste 2020 Task Force and the document titled 
“Strategic Direction for Waste Management”, which was issued by the Waste Management Board of Western 
Australia last year.  The WAste 2020 strategy identifies a range of actions across sectors, particularly the green 
and organic waste sectors.  Therefore, I am delighted that this project is now seeing the light of day and is getting 
a lot of support from the State’s Waste Management Board.  A key objective in the strategic direction is the 
development of a stable market for recovered materials.  As the member has pointed out, if we do not have a 
stable market at the end of the process there will be no incentive to go through the process and literally value-add 
to our waste.   

One of the strengths of the project is the substantial investment that has been made by the Southern Metropolitan 
Regional Council and its commitment to ensure that the project succeeds.  As the member for Riverton has 
pointed out, this project will make a major contribution to the notion of sustainability, and it is fantastic that it is 
now in action.  Other benefits to the environment will be achieved by a reduction in the use of chemical 
fertilisers, an improvement in soil structures, better water retention properties, a reduction in water run-off, and 
the prevention of nutrients leaching into the ground water, so these are truly triple bottom line aspects of the 
project.   

The overall value of the project is $2 million.  The project is also supported by a grant of $800 000 from the 
waste management and recycling fund over two years, so it is a significant grant, but for a very worthy recipient.  
Those funds will be for the monitoring and testing of the compost to ensure that it meets Australian standards.  In 
addition, work will be done to develop the markets to ensure that there is a viable market for this product.  The 
market development project has been formed in consultation with the compost industry, farmers and the 
Department of Agriculture, which is obviously a key player.  The project will be managed by experts in these 
fields in Western Australia.  This is an important project, because it is providing leadership to other regional 
councils and entities to show what can be done in this area.  It is also part of a broader government framework of 
maintaining an emphasis on reducing and recycling our waste and exploring the potential of the resource that we 
are left with.  I acknowledge the presence in the gallery of Tony Beeson, the departmental officer who has 
helped with this project.  Tony was the research officer for the Select Committee on Recycling and Waste 
Management some years ago.  All members can take pride in the fact that the work of a select committee some 
years ago is still bearing fruit.  Even though it may take some time, most of the work that we do on committees 
does flow through into producing real change.  I thank the member for his grievance.  I congratulate the Southern 
Metropolitan Regional Council on its project and look forward to going to Canning Vale next week to see it in 
action.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Grievances noted.  
 


